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(57) ABSTRACT

A charge controller includes a charge control circuit that,
when detecting that a charging power supply is connected,
controls the charging transistor to apply the charge current; a
first and second control switch element connected in series
between one terminal of a secondary battery and an external
terminal; and a protection circuit that, when the secondary
battery is over-discharged, turns off the first control switch
element to stop discharge current and when deeply dis-
charged, turns off the second control switch element. The
protection circuit sends a charge inhibit signal to the charge
control circuit when the secondary battery is deeply dis-
charged, and while receiving the charge inhibit signal, the
charge control circuit keeps the charging transistor off to
prevent the charge current from flowing even if detecting that
the charging power supply is connected.

4 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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CHARGE CONTROLLER WITH
PROTECTIVE FUNCTION AND BATTERY
PACK

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a secondary battery charge
controller including a protection function against overcharge
and over-discharge and relates to an effective technique used
for example, in a charge controller incorporated in a lithium-
ion battery pack and a semiconductor integrated circuit for the
charge controller.

2. Description of the Related Art

In secondary batteries such as lithium-ion batteries, over-
charge or over-discharge reduces the battery lifetime.
Accordingly, the conventional secondary batteries of mobile
phones and the like are often composed as battery packs each
incorporating a protection semiconductor integrated circuit
(hereinafter, referred to as a protection IC) together with a
battery cell in a single case, the protection IC having a pro-
tection function against overcharge and over discharge.

In the case of using the aforementioned battery pack, the
main device is provided with a charge-controlling semicon-
ductor integrated circuit (hereinafter, referred to as a charge
control IC) for charging a secondary battery by voltage from
a DC current power supply (a charging power supply) such as
an AC adaptor. One of the inventions concerning a charge
controller composed of a protection IC and a charge control
IC as described above is disclosed in Japanese Patent Laid
open Publication No. 2000-92735 (Japanese Patent No.
4003311), for example. In another proposed invention, a pro-
tection IC and a charge control IC are incorporated in a
battery pack (Japanese Patent Laid-open Publication No.
2004-296165).

FIG. 5 illustrates a configuration example of a charge con-
troller including: a conventional battery pack incorporating a
protection IC; and a charge control IC charging the battery
pack.

A battery pack 100 of FIG. 5 includes a protection I1C 11'
equipped with a protection function against overcharge or
over-discharge. The battery pack 100 includes, in addition, a
charge control FET (a field-effect transistor) 13 and a dis-
charge control FET 14, which are provided in series between
a terminal P- connected, to a charging power supply (an AC
adaptor) and a terminal B- on the negative electrode side of
the secondary battery 20. The protection IC 11' is configured
to turn off the charge control FET 13 when the battery voltage
reaches a predetermined voltage (about 4.275V in the case of
a lithium ion battery) or higher after charging starts.

When over-discharge is detected (not higher than about 2.3
V in the case of a lithium ion battery), the protection IC 11'
turns off the discharge control FET 14 to protect the second-
ary battery from over discharge. At this time, the charge
control FET 13 is turned on to enable charging.

On the other hand, the charge control IC 30 includes: a
charging transistor 31; and a comparator 32 that monitors the
voltage of a voltage input, terminal V+ to detect whether the
AC adaptor is connected. When detecting that the AC adaptor
is connected, the charge control IC 30 turns on the charging
transistor 31 to start charging a battery pack 20. Moreover, the
charge control IC 30 lights up an external LED during the
charge control to show that the battery pack is being charged.

As described in Patent Document 1, in some types of
charge control, when the battery voltage reaches a predeter-
mined voltage (about 4.2V in the case of a lithium ion battery)
after charging starts, the protection IC 11' sends a signal to the
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2

charge control IC 30, and the charge control IC 30 switches
control, from constant-current charge to constant-voltage
charge.

In a conventional charger, generally, if the charger is con-
nected to the charging power supply (AC adaptor) after the
protection IC 11' detects over-discharge of the battery and
turns off the discharge control FET 14, the discharge control
FET 14 remains off until the voltage of the secondary battery
is restored by preliminary charge (restored to about 2.3 V in
the case of a lithium-ion battery). During the preliminary
charge, charge is performed by current flowing through a
substrate diode 144 parasitic between the source and drain of
the discharge control FET 14. In such control, power loss
(heat generation) occurs in the beginning of charge because
the on-resistance of the substrate diode 144 of the discharge
control FET 14 is higher than the on-resistance of the FET
channel.

Moreover, in lithium-ion batteries, when the battery volt-
age reaches the deep discharge region (not more than about
1.0V, for example), precipitation of metallic lithium some-
times causes an internal short-circuit. Accordingly, when the
secondary battery in such a state (the deeply discharged state)
is charged, the secondary battery could be damaged. The
charge control IC therefore requires a function of not charg-
ing a deeply-discharged secondary battery.

However, in a battery pack with the discharge control FET
14 turned off; the voltage of the unit cell cannot be externally
seen. The charge control IC therefore cannot directly know
whether the secondary battery is deeply-discharged or over-
discharged before deeply-discharged.

Accordingly, the charge control IC 30 is often equipped
with a function of judging whether the battery is normal while
gradually charging the battery (a charging sequence before
the main charge sequence), called battery wake-up, rescue
charge, force charge, and the like. However, the process of
charge by the aforementioned charging sequence requires a
lot of time because only a small current flows at the beginning
of charge even when the secondary battery is discharged.
Moreover, the above charging sequence is complicated, lead-
ing to problems such as an increase in scale of the IC and an
increase in cost.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention was made in the light of the above
described background, and an object of the present invention
is to provide a charge controller and a charge controlling
semiconductor integrated circuit which are equipped with a
function of not charging a deeply-discharged secondary bat-
tery without incorporating a charge sequence before the main
charge in the charge sequence and are capable of starting
quick charge within a comparatively short time.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
charge controller and a charge controlling semiconductor
integrated circuit which are capable of avoiding occurrence of
power loss (heat generation) at the beginning of charge for a
discharged secondary battery.

According to an aspect of the present invention there is
provided a charge controller with a protection function,
including:

a charging transistor configured to apply charge current, to
a secondary battery;

a charge control circuit that, when detecting that a charging
power supply is connected, controls and causes the charging
transistor to apply the charge current;
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a first control switch element and a second control switch
element connected in series between one terminal of the
secondary battery and an external terminal; and

a protection circuit, that, when the secondary battery is
over-discharged, turns off the first control switch element to
stop discharge current and when the secondary battery is
deeply discharged, turns off the second control switch ele-
ment to prevent the charge current from flowing into the
secondary battery, wherein

the protection circuit sends a charge inhibit signal to the
charge control circuit when the secondary battery is deeply
discharged, and while receiving the charge inhibit signal, the
charge control circuit keeps the charging transistor off to
prevent the charge current from flowing even if detecting that
the charging power supply is connected.

Preferably, in the charge controller with a protection func-
tion, the charge control circuit is capable of performing con-
stant-current charge control and constant-voltage charge con-
trol, and

the charge control circuit starts the constant-current charge
control upon detecting that the charging power supply is
connected while not receiving the charge inhibit signal and
switches to the constant-voltage charge control when the
voltage of the secondary battery reaches a predetermined
potential or higher.

Preferably, in the charge controller with a protection func-
tion,

the charge control circuit sends a connection detection
signal to the protection circuit upon detecting that the charg-
ing power supply is connected, and

the protection circuit turns on the first control switch ele-
ment upon receiving the connection detection signal even if
the secondary battery is over-discharged.

Preferably, in the charge controller with a protection func-
tion, the charge control circuit and the protection circuit are
formed as a semiconductor integrated circuit on one semicon-
ductor chip.

Preferably, there is provided a battery pack, including: a
charge controller; and a battery cell connected to the charge
controller, wherein the charge controller and the battery cell
are accommodated in one case.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a circuit block diagram illustrating an embodi-
ment of a battery pack incorporating a charge control IC
according to the present invention.

FIG. 2A is a timing diagram showing changes in adaptor
voltage in the battery pack of the embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2B is a timing diagram showing changes in battery
voltage in the battery pack of the embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2C is a timing diagram showing changes in charge
current in the battery pack of the embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2D is a timing diagram showing changes in output
voltage in the battery pack of the embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 is a circuit block diagram illustrating a first modi-
fication of the charge control IC of the embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a circuit block diagram illustrating second modi-
fication of the charge control IC of the embodiment of the
present invention.
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FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram illustrating a configuration
example of a conventional-type battery pack including a
charge control IC and a protection IC.

FIG. 6A is atiming diagram illustrating changes in adaptor
voltage in the conventional-type battery pack including the
charge control IC and the protection IC.

FIG. 6E is a timing diagram illustrating changes in battery
voltage in the conventional-type battery pack including the
charge control IC and the protection IC.

FIG. 6C is a timing diagram illustrating changes in charge
current in the conventional-type battery pack including the
charge control IC and the protection IC.

FIG. 6D is a timing diagram illustrating changes in output
voltage in the conventional-type battery pack including the
charge control IC and the protection IC.

FIG. 7 is an explanatory chart illustrating a relationship
between detected voltages for charge and protection by the
charge control IC and protection IC in a conventional-type
charge controller including the charge control IC and the
protection IC.

FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram illustrating a specific example of
the charge control IC constituting the charge controller.

FIG. 9 is a circuit diagram illustrating a specific example of
the protection. IC constituting the charge controller.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, a description is given of a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention based on the drawings.

FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of a battery pack includ-
ing a charge controller to which the present invention is
applied. The element constituting a circuit of the portion
surrounded by a dashed-dotted line in FIG. 1, but not limited
to, is formed on one semiconductor chip and is composed as
a semiconductor integrated circuit (a charge control IC with a
protection function) 10.

A battery pack 100 in this embodiment includes a charge
control IC 10 with a protection function; a secondary battery
(hereinafter, a battery cell) 20 such as a lithium-ion battery; a
thermistor 40 for temperature detection; and a LED 50 show-
ing that the battery cell 20 is being charged.

The charge control IC 10 with a protection function
includes a protection block 11, a charging transistor 31,
charge control block 30, a charge control FET 13 and a
discharge control FET 14. The protection block 11 is
equipped with a protection function against overcharge, over-
discharge, and the like. The charging transistor 31 is com-
posed of a P-channel MOSFET (an insulated gate-type field
effect transistor) connected between a voltage input terminal
VIN of the battery pack 100 and a terminal B+ on the positive
electrode side of the battery cell 20. The charge control block
30 controls the charging transistor 31. The charge control
FET 13 and the discharge control FET 14 composed of
N-channel MOSFETs are provided in series between a ter-
minal B- on the negative electrode side of the battery cell 20
and a terminal P- on the negative electrode side of the battery
pack 100 and are controlled, by the protection block 11.

The charge control block 30 includes a comparator 32 for
detecting whether a charging power supply (an AC adaptor) is
connected to the voltage input terminal VIN. When the com-
parator 32 detects that the AC adaptor is connected, the charge
control block 30 turns on the charging transistor 31 to start
charging the battery cell 20. The comparator 32 detects
whether the AC adaptor is connected by comparing reference
voltage Vref with voltage of the voltage input terminal VIN of
the battery pack 100 or a fraction of the same.
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The charge control block 30 includes: a function of charg-
ing the battery cell 20 with constant current while monitoring
voltage across the terminals of a sense resistor Rs for current
detection, the sense resistor Rs being provided in series to the
charging transistor 31; and a function of charging the battery
cell 20 with a constant voltage while monitoring voltage of a
terminal BAT, to which the voltage of terminal B+ of the
battery cell 20 is inputted.

Specifically, the charge control block 30 controls the
charging transistor 31 as follows. In the case of a lithium-ion
battery, just after the start of charge, the charge control block
30 starts preliminary charge with a current value of 0.1 C
(10% of the current value at quick charge), and when the
battery voltage reaches 2.9 V, the charge control block 30
switches to constant-current charge (quick charge). When the
battery voltage then reaches 4.2V, the charge control block 30
switches to constant-voltage charge and continues charging.
When detecting completion of charge (detecting that the
charge current is reduced to a predetermined value or less, for
example), the charge control block 30 turns off the charging
transistor 31 to terminate the charge.

The charge control block 30 further includes: a function of
applying bias to the thermistor 40 for temperature detection
and stopping charging when determining that the detected
temperature abnormal; and a function of stopping charging
when detecting overvoltage based on the voltage of the ter-
minal BAT. The charge control block 30 still further includes:
a function of monitoring the voltage of a terminal ISNS
connected to the sense resistor Rs and stopping charging
when detecting overcharge current; a function of lighting up
the external LED 50 during the charge control to show that the
battery cell 20 is being charged; and the like.

The battery pack 100 of the embodiment includes a trans-
mission line [L1 transmitting detection signal DT1 of the
comparator 32, which detects connection of the AC adaptor,
from the charge control block 30 to the protection block 11.

Next, a description is given of a function of the above-
described protection block 11.

The protection block 11 includes an overcharge protection
function and an over-discharge protection function. The over-
charge protection function is to protect the battery by turning
off the charge control FET 13 when the battery voltage
reaches a predetermined voltage (about 4.275V in the case of
a lithium-ion battery) or higher after turning on the charge
control FET 13 to start charging. The over-discharge protec-
tion function is to protect the battery by turning off the dis-
charge control FET 14 when detecting over-discharge (about
2.3V or lower in the case of a lithium-ion battery) after the
battery pack is connected to a load to start discharging the
battery cell 20.

The protection block 11 also includes: a deep-discharge
protection function of turning off both the charge control FET
13 and the discharge control FET 14 to inhibit charge and
discharge when detecting that the battery is deeply discharged
(for example, about 1.0V or lower); and a function of sending
charge inhibit signal CS to the charge control block 30 when
detecting that the battery is deeply-discharged. When the
battery is just over-discharged, the protection block 11 turns
off the discharge control FET 14 and turns on the charge
control FET 13.

On the other hand, upon receiving the charge inhibit signal
CS from the protection block 11, the charge control block 30
of'this embodiment turns off the charging transistor 31 while
the charge inhibit signal CS inhibits charging. The charge
control IC 10 does not need to incorporate a function of
gradually charging a battery while determining whether the
battery is normal, which is called rescue charge or forced
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charge (a charging sequence before a main charge) and does
not require charge by the charging sequence before the main
charge. Accordingly, the charge control IC 10 can conduct
quick charge by constant-current charge immediately after
charging starts, thus shortening the necessary charging time.
Moreover, the cost of the IC can be reduced compared to an IC
incorporating the charging sequence before the main charge.

The charge inhibit signal CS inhibiting charging may be
either high level or low level. The state where the charge
inhibit signal CS inhibits charging (high or low level) is
defined as a state where the charge control block is receiving
the charge inhibit signal CS, and the state where the charge
inhibit signal CS does not inhibit charging (low or high level)
is defined as a state where the charge control block is not
receiving the charge inhibit signal CS.

Preferably, the charge control circuit is configured to be
able to perform constant-current charge control and constant-
voltage charge control. When detecting that the charging
power supply is connected in the state where the charge
control circuit is not receiving the charge inhibit signal, the
charge control circuit starts the constant current charge con-
trol. When the voltage of the secondary battery is equal to or
higher than a predetermined potential, the charge control
circuit switches to the constant-voltage charge control.

The control circuit can therefore immediately start charg-
ing unless the secondary battery is deeply discharged, and the
total necessary charging time can be shortened. Moreover, the
charge control circuit does not start charging if the secondary
battery is deeply discharged. This can prevent degradation of
the deeply-discharged secondary battery.

When the charge controller is connected to a charging
power supply (AC adaptor) in the state where over-discharge
of' the battery is detected and the discharge control FET 14 is
off, the protection IC 11' of a conventional battery pack illus-
trated in FIG. 5 turns off the discharge control FET 14 until
the voltage of the secondary battery is restored by preliminary
charge (restored to about 2.3 V in the case of a lithium-ion
battery). Accordingly, while the discharge control FET 14 is
off, the battery is charged with current flowing through a
substrate diode 14d parasitic between the source and the drain
of'the FET 14.

As illustrated in FIGS. 6A to 6D, when the voltage of the
secondary battery is restored by preliminary charge (timing t2
when the voltage reaches about 2.3 V in the case of a lithium-
ion battery), the discharge control. FET 14 is turned on.
Thereafter, at timing t3 when the voltage of the secondary
battery reaches 2.9 V, quick charge by constant-current
charge is started, and at timing t4 where the voltage of the
secondary battery reaches 4.2 V, the charge is switched to
constant-voltage charge.

On the other hand, the battery pack of the embodiment
includes the transmission line L1 transmitting the detection
signal DT1 of the comparator 32, which is provided for the
charge control block 30 and detects whether the AC adaptor is
connected, to the protection block 11. Upon receiving the
detection signal DT1 indicating that the AC adaptor is con-
nected, as shown in FIGS. 2A to 2D, the protection block 11/
turns on the discharge control FET 14 at connection detected,
timing t1. For such control, the gate control signal of the
discharge control FET 14 can be readily generated in the
following manner. An OR gate is provided for the protection
block 11 of the embodiment to calculate a logical OR of
control signal DOUT outputted from the protection IC 11' of
FIG. 5 and the connection detection signal DT1, and the
output of the OR gate is used as the gate control signal DOUT
of the discharge control FET 14.
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In the conventional battery pack illustrated in FIG. 5,
charge is performed with current flowing through the sub-
strate diode 14d parasitic between the source and the drain of
the discharge control FET 14 during a period from t1 to t2 in
FIGS. 6A to 6B. This can produce large power loss.

On the other hand, in the battery pack of the embodiment,
as shown in FIGS. 2A to 2D, the discharge control FET 14 is
turned on by the protection block 11 at the timing t1 when the
AC adaptor is connected, so that charging is performed with
current flowing through the channel of the FET 14. This
eliminates the period when the charging current flows
through the substrate diode parasitic to the FET, thus reducing
the power loss just after charging starts.

In characteristic curves of voltage changes shown in FIGS.
2B and 6B, each solid line represents battery cell voltage
(B+/B-) monitored by the protection IC, and each dashed line
represents battery voltage (P+/P-) monitored by the charge
control IC 30. The difference between the above voltages VP
shown in FIG. 60 corresponds to forward voltage of the
substrate diode 144. In the conventional battery pack (FIG. 5),
the discharge control FET 14 is turned on at the time when the
cell voltage (B+/B-) reaches 2.3 V (the timing t2 in FIGS. 6A
to 6D). Accordingly, the battery voltage (P+/P-) monitored
by the charge control IC 30 then gets equal to the cell voltage
(B+/B-) after the timing t2.

On the other hand, in the battery pack of the embodiment,
the discharge control FET 14 is turned on at the time when the
AC adaptor is connected (timing t1 in FIG. 2). Accordingly,
the battery voltage (P+/P-) monitored by the charge control
block 30 then gets equal to the cell voltage (B+/B-) immedi-
ately after t1.

FIG. 7 is explanatory view showing a relationship between
voltages detected for charge and protection by the charge
control IC and protection IC in the conventional-type charge
controller including a charge control IC and a protection IC.
In FIG. 7, VR1 indicates a range of overcharge detection
voltage in the protection IC (reference numeral 11' in FIG. 5);
VR2 indicates a voltage range of constant-voltage control in
the charge control IC (reference numeral 30 in FIG. 5); VR3
indicates a range of quick charge starting voltage in the charge
control IC; VR4 indicates a range of over-discharge detection
voltage in the protection IC; and VRS indicates a range of 0-V
charge inhibit voltage in the protection IC. In FIG. 7, arrows
A1l and A2 show that it is higher by the forward voltage VF of
the discharge control FET (reference numeral 14 in FIG. 5).

FIG. 8 illustrates a specific circuit example designed as the
charge control IC 30 constituting the charge controller illus-
trated in FIG. 5.

The charge control IC 30 of FIG. 8 includes the charging
transistor 31 and the comparator 32 configured to compare
voltage of the input terminal IN, in which voltage of the AC
adaptor is inputted, and the reference voltage Vref from a
reference voltage source 35 to detect connection of the adap-
tor. Moreover, the charge control. IC 30 includes a constant-
voltage charge control comparator 36 and a constant-current
charge control comparator 37. The constant-voltage charge
control comparator 36 compares the voltage of the terminal
BAT connected to the terminal of the battery cell and a voltage
supplied from the power supply voltage by resistive voltage
division and generates a voltage controlling the gate voltage
of the charging transistor 31. The current-constant charge
control comparator 37 compares the voltage of the terminal
ISNS connected to the current sense resistor and a voltage
supplied from the power supply voltage by resistive voltage
division and generates a voltage controlling the gate voltage
of the charging transistor 31.
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Furthermore, the charge control IC 30 of FIG. 8 further
includes: a comparator 38a monitoring the voltage of the
terminal BAT to detect overvoltage; a comparator 385 detect-
ing recharge; a comparator 38¢ detecting start of quick
charge; a comparator 384 detecting the start of charge; a
comparator 38e¢ detecting completion of charge; a charge
control circuit 39 controlling the charging transistor 31 based
on the output from the above comparators; an oscillator OSC;
a timer TMR; and the like.

In the above-described embodiment (FIG. 1), the circuit
configuration of the charge control IC of FIG. 8 can be applied
as the charge control block 30. In this case, the adaptor con-
nection detection signal DT1 transmitted from the charge
control block 30 to the protection block 11 can be taken out
through a node N1 in the charge control IC 30 of FIG. 8.

FIG. 9 illustrates a specific circuit example designed as the
protection IC constituting the charge controller shown in FI1G.
5.

The protection IC 11' of FIG. 9 includes a charging tran-
sistor 31 and comparators 15a and 1556 which respectively
detect overcharge of the battery cell and over-discharge of the
battery cell by comparing the reference voltage Vrefl with
voltage supplied from the power supply terminal VCC, on
which voltage of the battery cell is applied, by resistive volt-
age division.

The protection IC 11' further includes: comparators 16a,
165, and 16c¢ detecting an over-discharge current state, a
short-circuit, and an overcharge current state, respectively by
comparing voltage supplied from the power supply terminal
VCC by resistive voltage division with the reference voltage
Vrefl;alogic & timer circuit 17 generating control signals for
the charge control FET 13 and the discharge control FET 14
based on the output of the above comparators 16a to 16¢;
buffer circuits 184 and 185 outputting the generated control
signals to the terminals DOUT and COUT; an oscillator OSC;
a level shift circuit 19; and the like.

In the aforementioned embodiment (FIG. 1), the circuit
configuration of the protection IC of FIG. 9 is applicable as
the protection block 11. In this case, the charge inhibit signal
CS transmitted from the protection block 11 to the charge
control block 30 sari be taken out through a node N2 in the
protection IC 11' of FIG. 9.

In this embodiment, the charge control block 30 as the
charge control circuit and the protection block 11 as the
protection circuit are formed as a semiconductor integrated,
circuit on one semiconductor chip. Accordingly, the charge
controller and the battery cell are easily accommodated
within one case and formed as a battery pack. Moreover, to
transmit and receive the charge inhibit signal and the connec-
tion detection signal between the charge control circuit and
the protection circuit, it is unnecessary to provide a dedicated
external terminal, thus preventing an increase in number of
external terminals due to sophistication of the charge control-
ler.

Moreover, the battery pack of this embodiment can start
charging without a charge sequence before main charge for
gradually charging while determining whether the battery is
normal called rescue charge or forced charge. Moreover, the
charge control circuit is provided within a case, thus enabling
non-contact charge.

Furthermore, in a conventional battery pack including a
protection IC and a battery cell accommodated within a case,
in a case where the charge controller has a function of stop-
ping charging when abnormal temperature is detected by an
equipped thermistor, the battery pack needs to be provided
with a terminal to output a signal indicating the state of the
thermistor. However, the battery pack of this embodiment
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includes the charge control circuit and accordingly does not
require a terminal to output the signal indicating the state of
the thermistor. The number of terminals of the battery pack
can be therefore reduced.

FIG. 3 illustrates a first modification of the battery pack of
the embodiment. The battery pack 100 of the embodiment of
FIG. 1 is an application of low-side control in which the
charge control FET 13 and the discharge control FET 14, each
composed of a P channel-type MOSFET, are provided for the
terminal B- on the negative electrode side of the battery cell
20 to be controlled by the protection block 11. In contrast, the
battery pack 100 of a modification of FIG. 3 is an application
of high-side control in which the charge control FET 13 and
the discharge control FET 14 are provided for the terminal B+
on the positive electrode side of the battery cell 20 to be
controlled by the battery protection block 11. The charge
control FET 13 and the discharge control FET 14 may be
composed of N channel-type MOSFETs.

Also in this modification, the detection signal DT1 indi-
cating whether the AC adaptor is connected is transmitted
from the charge control block 30 to the protection block 11,
and the signal CS showing inhibition of charge is transmitted
from the protection block 11 to the charge control block 30.

In the modification of FIG. 3, the voltage monitored by the
charge control block 30 is taken out near the terminal B+ on
the positive electrode side of the battery cell 20. This can
prevent the required charging time from the start to end of
charge from being increased because of a drop of the moni-
tored voltage due to the impedance of the charge control FET
13 and the discharge control FET 14.

In the modification of FIG. 3, instead of the sense resis-
tance Rs, a transistor forming a current mirror connection
with the charging transistor 31 is provided within the charge
control block 30, and current control is performed by apply-
ing current proportional to the charging current flowing
through the charging transistor 31 to the current mirror circuit
and detecting the current value thereof.

The functions of the protection block 11 and the charge
control block 30 are the same as those of the embodiment of
FIG. 1, and overlapping description is omitted.

FIG. 4 illustrates a second modification of the battery pack
100 of this embodiment. In the battery pack 100 of the
embodiment of FIG. 1, the charge control block 30 controls
the charging transistor 31 in a linear control method. On the
other hand, the battery pack 100 of the modification of FIG. 4
is configured as a switching regulator-type charge controller.
Specifically, an inductor (coil) 33 is connected in series with
the charging transistor 31, and a transistor (FET) 34 for syn-
chronous rectification is provided between the ground and the
connection node of the charging transistor 31 and the inductor
33. The charging transistor 31 and the transistor 34 for syn-
chronous rectification are alternately turned on to apply
charge current.

The invention made by the inventor is specifically
described based on the embodiment above. However, the
present invention is not limited to the embodiment. In the
embodiment, for example, the protection block 11, the charge
control block 30, the charge control FET 13 and the discharge
control FET 14, and the charging transistor 31 are formed on
one semiconductor chip to constitute a semiconductor inte-
grated circuit as a whole. However, the protection block 11
and the charge control block 30 may be composed of different
semiconductor integrated circuits. Moreover, the charge con-
trol FET 13 and the discharge control FET 14, the charging
transistor 31, and the sense resistor Rs may be composed of
external elements instead of on-chip elements.

25

30

40

45

60

65

10

Furthermore, the battery pack 100 of the embodiment
includes the charge control block 30 and charging transistor
31 and can charge by itself. Accordingly, the terminals VIN
and P- of the battery pack 100 may be connected to a non-
contact charge module to constitute a system for charge by a
non-contact method.

Inthe embodiment, the charging transistor 31 controlled by
the charge control block 30 is an FET but the transistor may be
a bipolar transistor.

According to the present invention, it is possible to imple-
ment a charge controller (a charge controlling semiconductor
integrated circuit) capable of preventing generation of power
loss (generation of heat) at the beginning of charge for a
discharged secondary battery.

Moreover, it is possible to implement a charge controller
and a charge controlling semiconductor integrated circuit
which have a function of not charging a deeply-discharged
secondary battery without incorporating the charge sequence
before main charge and is capable of starting quick charge
within a comparatively short time.

The entire disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No.
2012-013393 filed on Jan. 25, 2012 including description,
claims, drawings, and abstract is incorporated herein by ref-
erence in its entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. A charge controller with a protection function, compris-
ing:

a charging transistor configured to apply charge current to

a secondary battery;

a charge control circuit that, when detecting that a charging
power supply is connected, controls and causes the
charging transistor to apply the charge current;

a first control switch element and a second control switch
element connected in series between one terminal of the
secondary battery and an external terminal; and

a protection circuit that, when the secondary battery is
over-discharged, turns off the first control switch ele-
ment to stop discharge current and when the secondary
battery is deeply discharged, turns off the second control
switch element to prevent the charge current from flow-
ing into the secondary battery,

wherein the protection circuit sends a charge inhibit signal
to the charge control circuit when the secondary battery
is deeply discharged, and while receiving the charge
inhibit signal, the charge control circuit keeps the charg-
ing transistor off to prevent the charge current from
flowing even if detecting that the charging power supply
is connected;

wherein the charge control circuit is configured to perform
constant-current charge control and constant-voltage
charge control; and

wherein the charge control circuit starts the constant-cur-
rent charge control upon detecting that the charging
power supply is connected while not receiving the
charge inhibit signal and switches to the constant-volt-
age charge control when the voltage of the secondary
battery reaches at least a predetermined potential.

2. The charge controller with a protection function accord-

ing to claim 1, wherein:

the charge control circuit sends a connection detection
signal to the protection circuit upon detecting that the
charging power supply is connected, and

the protection circuit turns on the first control switch ele-
ment upon receiving the connection detection signal
even if the secondary battery is over-discharged.

3. The charge controller with a protection function accord-

ing to claim 1, wherein the charge control circuit and the
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protection circuit are formed as a semiconductor integrated
circuit on one semiconductor chip.
4. A battery pack, comprising:
the charge controller according to claim 1; and
a battery cell connected to the charge controller, 5
wherein the charge controller and the battery cell are
accommodated in one case.
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